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The Mixed Engineers Battalion ’ 25X1

2.  The Mixed .Frigineers Battalion hed shout 200 men 4nd was composed of
three companies. Each compamy, which had three platoons, had 65 to 70
men; each platoon,.which had thres squéds; had 227%cr 23 men; and each
8quad had feven or eight men.

3. 'The Battalion Commnder was Captain Velchev (fmu)] | According 25X1
to the T/0,the battalion comsander should have been & Major. Other
command officers (all Lisutermnts or Sedior Lieutenants) were as follows:

a. A deputy commander;

b. An adjutant; .

c. . A~political officer; and
d. An administratiom offiger.
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Company commanders were Senior Lieutenants or Lleutenants, and platoon
commanders were Lieutenants or Junior Lieutenants., Fach compeny includeg
12 noncommissioned officers, three of which were deputy commanders of
platoons and nine were squad commenders. Enlisted personnel of the com-
mand incluied five or six men with duties as clerks, -telephone operators,
couriers, etc. O TR

Officers were ermed with pistols, while noncommisgioned officers had
automatic rifles of the "Shpagin™ type with vePtical magazine with 32

shells or "Sudayev" PPSh with round msgazine for 72 shells. Troops had

Soviet 7.6-mm. 6-round carbines. The troops showld bave been armed with
automatic rifles (like the noncommissioned officeré), instead of carbines.
The issue of automatic rifles was scheduled. .Each platoon had one "Degtyearev"
submachine gun of Soviet manufacture with round mAgazines.

Each company was equipped with the following mtériél, used exclusively
for training: : B :

&. Four or five pontoon boats of Soviet manu.fa.cture with dimensions which
veried from two to four meters in length and ome or two meters in width.

b. Parts for wooden bridges, in limited q_ua.zititi:es,‘li in poor condition,
for the most part war surplus materiel; ' . s

c. Approximately 20 wooden anti-tank mines of. German and Soviet manu-
facture; .

e e

- d. Equipment and tools used in the maintemance and.‘ i‘epair of roads, among

which were three stone crushers, levels, 8tadia rods, murveyors' stekes,
etec.; and .

e. One truck and five or six draft horses.

The following wes the daily schedule follavwed by thl battalion during the
summer (in winter, reveillle was 30 minutes later and the afterncon rest
period lasted one hour only): A

5:00 a.m. Reveille

5:20 - 5:25 &a.m. Gymnastics .
5:30 - 6:15 a.m. Toilette and cleaning of barracks; Inspection-of
- arms and clothing
6:15 - 6:45 a.m. Political education
6:45 - 7:15 a.m. Breakfast ‘
T:30 -12:00 noon Main instruction period
oy :{“J?;"r‘ .
12:15 p.m. Lunch ; L
12:45 - 2:45 p.m. Afternoon rest period .
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Miscellaneous instruction
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. ~ Free period
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Dinner i
8:00 - 9:00 p.m. Recreational activities
9:00 - 10:00 p.m. " Free hour
10:30 p.m. Lights out

The first two months of military training were devoted to formal instruction »
cloge order drill, regulations, knowledge of all weapcns of the wnit, offen-
sive and defensive weapon fighting, etc. Actuasl training started in the
first ten days of the third month of service and was carried out dally in

the morning from 7:30 to noon. The afternoon howrs (3:00 to 5:00 P.m.)
continued to be devoted to formal education, close order drill, regulations,
etc. Tactical training of the individual included field exercises, hiding
and camouflage, preparation of individual defenses, use of gas mask, etc.
Tactical training ineluded use of the squad in combat (attack and defense).

S-E«C~-R-E=T

Approved For Release 2008/08/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900240002-0

25X1

25X1

25X1



S
Approved For Release 2008/08/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900240002-0

§-E-C-R-E-T |
: i 25X1
I NG
~Training was developed progressively until the whole battalion took part
in it as a unit. ce

8. Firing instruction started at the game time as tae'ti‘cal training and con-
tinued until the end of the time in service, ,with sh average of three
periods per month. Troops were trained in tm use of all the weapons of
the unit. The number of training periods was: ‘ot ﬁxad and continued
until such time &8 the individual became & mster of his weapon. Firing
practice started &t & distance of 100 meters aiaingt a fixed target and
graduelly reached 400 meters against a movin; ta.r‘get.

9. Training in specialties included the canstiug Eion oi' ‘bridges om boats,
acquaintance with and use of antitank mines' &cqmmtt.nce and use of
anti-personnel mines; construction and remina of rmds This partion
of the training was given contemporanecusly with tn.etical training
(normelly on alternate days) and the whole w85 in‘tqu.'ated by firing
lessons given from time to time.. o ol )
10. The battalion went on two or three marcheg i yeu.!';uch rovering at
least 80 kilometers to be covered in twp days, alyays marching at night.
Once the unit reached its destination, it enmpad tmx !‘om' ar five days :
and carried out tactical exercises theru. N BRI *
11. Every day from 6:15 to 6:45 a.m. political mtrqction was given to the
: companies. All officers alao attended the ingkruotion and were in turn
responsible for carrying cut a program which consjimted in keeping the
troopes up to date om the warld political’ ait%d.aa,. rexplaining the
ressons for which certain political meagures were taken by Bulgaria, and
carrying out propeganda work aimed at conviqcing th.e men to collaborate
with the Party in spareading Marxist theery.

12. The men were given one howr per day (from 8: 00 to 9:00 p.m.) for recre-
ational activities. Recltals, choruses, variety ah.own, chess tourna-
ments, etc. were organized informally. . .

13. Troops were issued. the following articles of:élothi,ng:
a. One overcoat; o \',
b. One beavy cloth uniform; - | '
c. One pair of heavy shoes; :
d. COne pair of high, lightweight shoes;.
e. One pair of leggings;
f. Three shirts;
g. Three pair of shorts;
h. Three undershirts; amd 38 i,"w L S

DY

i. Three pair of socks. C

In the summer the men were issued a& linen uniform-for going on pass and
various used linen clothes for use as fatigues. Clething to be washed
or repaired was turned im to the company commands, who sent it on to an
unidentified unit. Exchanges were carried out by the company commands.
Articles of clothing and equipment were repla.cad i’rcq_untJ,y end whenever
needed.

1k, The meals of the treops consisted of the following:

a. Breskfast: tea or coffee substitute, cheese, jam, bread;

b. Noon meal: soup (gemerally consisting of vegetable soup or broth),
meat or sausage with vegetables (greens, potatoes, stc‘.xg, cocked fruit,
compote, or yoghurt; and .

c. Evening meal: Same as for noon mekl, without nllou'p.‘

The daily ration of bread was 800 grams. .Food was cooked by civilians and
was ample and good. Other civilian perscnnel handled the weshing of dishes.
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Passes were issued between Saturday afternoon and Sunday evening. Company
versonnel was divided into three shifts so that no more than one third of
the compeny was on pass at any one time. The three shifts were as follows:

TR

a. BSaturday, between 3:00 and 9:00 Pl
b. Sunday, between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.; and
¢. Sundey, between 3:00 and 9:00 p.m.

Evening passes were only granted on Saturdays and Sundays until 11:00 p.m.
to those who earned them. lLeaves were granted only after one year of
military service. Only in emergency cases were leaves granted during the
first year of service. The length of leave veried between 10 and 15 days
depending on the ammount of good will shown and the progress made by the
soldier in his training. Troops were paid two leva per month (sic).

The Artillery Group in Mikhaylovgrad

The Artillery Group in Mikhaylovgrad had approximetely 180 men, was
commanded by an unidentified captain, and included’ five or six Junior
officers.

Ten percent of the men were equipped with PPSh automatic rifles and

90 percent were equipped with ordinary-type rifles. The unit was equipped
with Beven or eight Soviet 50-60 mm. rubber-tired guns with twin tails and
shields. They were drawn by small German Steyer trucks with twin axles
and rubber tires.

The group frequently carried out firing exercises in the vieinity of the
barracks area. In the fall of 1953,the unit celebrated the excellent
results they achieved in a firing contest among all the artillery units
of the Bulgarian Army.

School for Engineer Students

The "Vulko Chervenkov Voenno Inzhenerno Uchilishte" (Military Engineering
School) . 1is & school for regular Army and reserve engineer student offi-
cers. It is located between the northern suburbs of Svishtov and the
Danube. All the military units of Svishtov ere located in tHis ares,
which 1s approximately 2,000 x 700 meters in size and is surrounded by a
fence. The school is composed of nine or ten buildings grouped togethey and
somewhat isolated from the other military buildings, which constitute the
"Barracks Quarter." The school buildings are of one, two or three stories,
are partially of pre-World War IT construction, but for the majority were
built in 1947-1949. These are modern buildings which are well equipped
with classrooms, conference rooms s movie thedtres, and modern heelth
installaetions.

The school 1s directly subordinate to the Ministry of People's Defense and
is commanded by an unidentified Regular Army Engineers Lieutenant Colonel.

At this school, courses are given for regular Army student officers, which
last two or three years, and for reserve student officers, which last

three months. Candidates for mdmission to the two or three year courses
must present their application, which 1s carefully studied particularly with
an eye toward the political standing of the applicant. Approximately 150
students were taking the courses. The course for reserve student officers
was commanded by regular Army engineers Mejor Malkov (fnu). In the summer
of 1954, Major Malkov was removed as director of the course because of
immoral conduct. The instructors consisted of ten to twelve company and
fleld grade officers. The highest ranking officer was & Lieutenant Colonel
(name unknown) who taught political culture. Senior Lieutenant Valkov
(fnu) taught road construction techniques. The students at this course were
approximately 100 in number, all graduates of engineering, architecture,
economic sciences, etc., faculties, who were grouped in & campany of three
platoons. The course lasted from the middle of December 1953 fo the middle
of March 195k,
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The main courses given at this school were as follows: 5
a. Construction of mobile bridges (on boats, barges, etc); ‘ . g |
b. Comstruction and maintenance of roads;
Ca Compoaition and use of various types of explosives H
d. Acguaintance with and. wge of various typés of m:Lnea (antitank, anti-
personnel, etc.) used by various armies;
(1) The German TMk2 (Tankovi Mind 42) u.nf.itq.nk mines, and
(2) The Soviet PMDB mntiteank mines;
e. Weapons and firing; y
f. Acquaintance with and use of weapons:
(1) TT Soviet pistols; K e
(2) Soviet carbines, of an unidentified model,f
(3) PPsh and PPS Soviet automatic rifles; and
() Soviet "Degtyarev" submachine gune.
g. Topography, map reading, sketches, relicrs, ete,;
bh. Fortifications: = fixed worke and field. works; trenches, road blocks;
camouflage, ete,; .
1. Combat training;
J. Politieal culture: The program provided for 'a cycle of conferences
on the reasons for the adoption of political measures decided on by
the government; the structure of the governments of the Western Bloc
countries; living conditions in those countries in relation to the
internal political situation; politicel and commercial relaticns between
western and eastern countries; ete. In all of the conferences, what-
ever the subject discussed, the speaker always managed to show the
superiority in all fields of the Psoples' Democracies over the capital-
ist countries. At the conclusion of the conferances, the students
could ask for clarifications or express their own point of view, but
in order to avoid trouble, they nearly always declared themselves in
agreement with the apsaker.
Classes comprised seven hours of the day, and there was an obligatory two
hour study period. The program was thecratisal for the most part. Prac-
tical training and exercises took no more than four to five hours per week.
\ the course was & stiff one and required continued 25X1.
and intense application on the part of the student, with no fres time, |
At the conclugion of the course, exams were given before a specisl commia-
slon which was rather severe and was composed of officers not of the
school, but who were assisted by the regular teachers. Those students who
at the conclusion of the course passed the exams, were given temporary
leave, while those who failed were sent %s privates to engineer units to
complete & further period of service of unknown length. Two months sfter
the end of the course, these individuals who completed it successfully
recelved an appointmsnt ss reserve Junior L leutenants. After a few more
months , they were called up to & first period of service iasting one or
tvo months and then, every year, they were recalled for 30 to 50 days.
Food at the school was ample and well prepa.réd.. Soups, meats, and vege-
tables, .as well as deserts, were served  nearly every day. Pay amounted to
16. leva per month.’
' QaR(R_RNT
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Morale and Condition: of Qfficers and Men

With the doors open to rapid careers with a certain amount of preatige,
the Bulgarian military cadres enjoy privileges of various kinds which
maintain their morsle high.

the officers, for vne m par modest origin, were very
much attached to the gervice and they carried out their duties without
complaining, probsbly for the following two ressons:

Because they had succeeded in reaching ‘po-itipna which they never had
hoped to achieve; and A e

Because, in the position atiained (comparing it with all other social
eategories), they are the beat off, : :

Discipline is undoubtedly severe in the Bulgarian mervice, | \
m‘tm Bulgarians are by nature prone to obedlence and thus do
TioT resen cipline. Their wages, compared to those set for various
professional categaries,such as physicians, epginsers, and lawyers (yhich
do not generally exceed 1,000 leva per month) may be considered excellent.
For example, a Jimice Iieutenant who is a bachelor receives approximately
750 leva per month. A Captain.receives 1,500 leva, depending on the size
of his family, position held, and time in service. Furtharmore, all regu-

" lmr Army officers and noncommissioned officers receive semi-gratuitous

27.

28.

29«

-housing, family allotments, certificmtes for. the purchsse of clothing, etc.
These prerogatives, which are unknown to other Booikl categories, make their
economic life easy snd Justify the existence of & high morale ameng them.

\ 'the loyslty of these men toward the regime
because the officers and noncommissioned officers cadres are constituted

af politically selscted individusls.

Amtng troops also there is no discontent; dimcipline, as stated above, is
severe but tolerabls. There mre no complaints, or at least there are only
those common to troops of all armies (not exough passes, delays in gran-
ting leaves, etc.). The food is good and ample. The tveatment by officers
of troops i1s based on maximum respect of the individual. The system,
8t1ll current wniil & few years ago, of obtaining respect by means of vio-
lence, has heen abolished, and no one daras to raise s hand agsinat a
soldier because such an sction wpuld be severly demlt with. Rescrting to
punishment iy alsoc rare, The units have gained cohesion from the manner
by which officers sand soncommissioned officers treat the man, and also

the relations betwesn the csdres and the troops are far better than those
existing in the years immedistely following Werld Wer II.

| the
ian Armed Ferces formed m pillar on which the nation could rest
with confidence. . .

The following legend refers ta,'g _Eghtch of the barracks ares of the Mixed
Engineers Battalion and the Artilisry Group near Mikhaylovgred, which is

included on the following page:

1 - A 3-story building, 50 x 10 meters in aize, divided into two units as
follows:

a. First unit consisting of & ground floor with kitchens and store-

rooms: first Floor, artillery group cowmand snd quarters for the
- troops; sscond floor, kroop querters; and

b. Second unit, as in (a) above, for the use of the Mixed Engineers

2 - Carage and perking wrea for cennous, & l-stary brick building, 30 x 12
i7, meters In size, whers autovehicles of both unite and cannons of the

§~E«C~R-E-T

~ Approved For Release 2008/08/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900240002-0

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1




e e |

Approved For Release 2008/08/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007900240002-0
. §-E-C-R-E-T pex1

artillery group were parked .

3 - Stable, a l-story brick building, 30 x 12 meters in size;

L - A 2-story brick bullding 25 x 10 meters in size; ground floor, oven and
flowr storeroom; firmt floor, assembly rooms (separated) for the two
military units;

5 - Workshops for carpenters, machine shop, weapons repalr shop, located
in & l-story building 50 x 10 meters in size; these workshops were
only used by the Engineers Battalion; and -

6 - Guardhouse, & brick building, 6 x 4 meters in size.
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in September 1953 reducing time In servie
AuC! ) e for univerait aduates t
monthe. About mid-December 195k 81l graduates serving 151 g:'my uniis 352

gent to special schools to attend
’Junior Lieutppanta‘ Hﬁu&amﬂﬁrnt &8 reserve 25X1

25X1

S~E-C-R-E-T
25X1

Approved For Release 2008/08/15 : GIA-RDP80-00810A007900240002-0



